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January 2024      Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

February 2 — Last Quarter 

February 9 — New Moon 

February 16 — First Quarter 

February 24 — Full Moon 

March 3 — Last Quarter 

March 10 — New Moon 

March 17 — First Quarter  

March 25 — Full Moon 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

News and upcoming activities 

 

 

 

 

Apologies for the late newsletter this month but I’ve been pretty busy lately and I 

also wanted to wait so I could include coverage of the grand reopening of the 

Gayle Planetarium in Montgomery on January 27, 2024. In spite of not so nice 

weather that day, the attendance from the public was outstanding. Several AAS 

members were in attendance to take in the festivities and help out if needed. We 

got to meet Lee Tinker, the new “planetarium guy” and his family as well as several 

members of the Treasure Coast Astronomical Society in Florida who came up to 

help Lee with the reopening. The featured event was a showing of the planetarium 

show called “The Planets,” produced by Jon Bell from the Hallstrom Planetarium in 

Ft. Pierce, FL. Jon was also present to introduce the program to the audience. Had 

the weather been suitable, the AAS members were prepared to set up solar scopes 

outside to provide views of the Sun, but alas, it was not meant to be that day! The 

AAS is looking forward to working with Lee and the planetarium  on a regular basis 

in the future and it is great that this wonderful facility is now open once again to 

serve the community of Montgomery and the surrounding area. There is also a 

possibility of holding some of our club meetings at the planetarium in the future. 

Additional photos taken at the event follow on the next two pages. 

The AAS has also been asked to assist with two additional events that are coming 

up. The first will be a stargaze at the Camp Hobbs Camporee on Saturday, February 

17, 2024. Camp Hobbs is north of Prattville, AL. The second event is a request for 

us to participate in the annual Auburn CityFest at Keisel Park on Saturday, April 27, 

2024 from 9:00 AM—4:00 PM CT. This will be part of the Children Imagination Sta-

tion at the event. Since this is a daytime only event, we can provide solar-equipped 

scopes to provide views of the Sun. Email reminders with details about both of 

these events will be sent out to AAS members in advance of the actual dates. 
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Grand Reopening of Gayle Planetarium in Montgomery — January 27, 2024 
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Grand Reopening of Gayle Planetarium in Montgomery — January 27, 2024 

Jon Bell (L) and Lee Tinker discuss the program “The Planets” with 

the audience after the showing. 

The big 12.5” Dob that belongs to the AAS still has a prominent place 

inside the planetarium dome! 
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