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June 2020        Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

June 28 — First Quarter 

July 5 — Full Moon 

July 12 — Last Quarter 

July 20 — New Moon 

July 27 — First Quarter 

August 3 — Full Moon 

August 11 — Last Quarter 

August 18 — New Moon 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

 

Latest News and Events 

 

 We hope that everyone remains well and healthy as we continue to 

deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. As a club, we have been limited 

in our group activities but we do have tentative reservations at the 

Heaven Hill site near Alexander City, AL on the Saturday nights clos-

est to the new moon. AAS member Mike Lewis has coordinated 

these dates with the Russell Lands people assuming that they do 

not have other events scheduled on those nights.  Members must 

have their 2020 Russell Lands vehicle permits and will need to check 

in with Russell Lands Security by phone at 256-329-1511 upon arri-

val at the site. AAS members Mike Lewis and Allen Screws visited 

the site on Saturday, June 20. While there, Mike took this nice shot 

(below) looking westward towards the setting sun. 
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Another Potential Naked-Eye Comet Coming 

Assuming it doesn’t break up as it nears the Sun, comet NEOWISE (C/2020 F3) is rapidly approaching and will 

make it’s closest approach to the Sun on July 3rd. It is expected to emerge from the Sun’s glare in mid-July. If 

it survives this close encounter, it could then be visible as a first magnitude object. The comet is currently be-

ing tracked by the Solar Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) satellite. The image below is from the SOHO on July 

25, 2020 and shows the comet in the lower right field of view. 

Great Image of Solar Prominence 

 

AAS member Jay Hall continues to impress us with his photographs of the Sun. Here is another recent one 

showing some nice prominences erupting from the eastern limb of the Sun. 
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This article is distributed by NASA Night Sky Network  

The Night Sky Network program supports astronomy clubs across the USA dedicated to astronomy outreach. Visit 

nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov to find local clubs, events, and more! 

Mars’s Latest Visitor: NASA’s Perseverance Rover 

NASA’s latest Mars rover, Perseverance, is launching later this month!  This amazing robot explorer will scout the sur-

face of Mars for possible signs of ancient life and collect soil samples for return to Earth by future missions. It will even 

carry the first off-planet helicopter: Integrity. Not coincidentally, Perseverance will be on its way to the red planet just as 

Mars dramatically increases in brightness and visibility to eager stargazers as our planets race towards their closest ap-

proach in October of this year.   

Perseverance’s engineers built upon the success of its engineering cousin, Curiosity, and its design features many unique 

upgrades for a new science mission! In February of 2021, Perseverance will land at the site of an ancient river delta in-

side of Jezero Crater and ready its suite of seven primary scientific instruments. The rover will search for traces of past 

life, including possible Martian fossils, with WATSON and SHERLOC, two advanced cameras capable of seeing tiny 

details. The rover also carries an amazing instrument, SuperCam, to blast rocks and soil outside of the rover’s reach with 

lasers to determine their chemical makeup with its onboard suite of cameras and spectrometers.  Perseverance will also 

take core samples of some of the most promising rocks and soil, storing them for later study with its unique caching sys-

tem. Future missions will retrieve these samples from the rover and return them for detailed study by scientists on 

Earth.  Perseverance also carries two microphones so we can hear the sounds of Mars and the noises of its instruments at 

work. It will even launch a small helicopter - Ingenuity - into the Martian atmosphere as a trial for future aerial explora-

tion! 

Would you like to contribute to Mars mission science? You can help NASA’s rover drivers safely navigate the Martian 

surface by contributing to the AI4Mars project! Use this tool to label terrain features on photos taken of the Martian sur-

face by NASA missions to help train an artificial intelligence algorithm to better read their surrounding landscape: bit.ly/

AI4Mars     

The launch of Mars Perseverance is, as of this writing, scheduled for July 20, 2020 at 9:15am EDT. More details, up-

dates, and livestreams of the event are available on NASA’s official launch page: bit.ly/Mars2020Launch . Dig deep into 

the science of the Mars 2020 mission and the Perseverance rover at: mars.nasa.gov/mars2020/ . Find out even more 

about past, present, and future Mars missions at nasa.gov. 
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