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May 2020        Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

May 29 — First Quarter 

June 5 — Full Moon 

June 13 — Last Quarter 

June 21 — New Moon 

June 28 — First Quarter 

July 5 — Full Moon 

July 12 — Last Quarter 

July 20 — New Moon 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

 

Latest News and Events 

 

 

The AAS makes the news! 

We were recently contacted by Han-

nah Lester, who writes for the Opelika

-Auburn News, with the idea for an 

article about the club. Several club 

members were interviewed for the 

article which ran on the front page of 

the newspaper on Saturday, May 

16th. It spotlighted our outreach activ-

ities and some of our history that goes 

back to the creation of the club in 

1980. The article also generated a lot 

of local interest in our club Facebook 

page. The full text of the article ap-

pears on the following pages. Thanks 

to the members for taking the time to 

be interviewed for the article. 

As the end of May approaches we still find ourselves in the middle 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Some areas of the country are slowly 

improving while others are not. Many restrictions are still in place 

that prevent large gatherings of people. Of course, our club 

meetings are on hold, as are most of our organized star gazes and 

will likely remain so for the immediate future. But that doesn’t 

mean that we cannot still enjoy the wonders of the night sky on our 

own or with our families. There are some good observing opportu-

nities coming up in the next few months, particularly with the plan-

ets, so make sure you take advantage of them. 
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Brief updates on observing sites and viewing events 

Summer star gazes at Wind Creek State Park 

Due to the ongoing restrictions due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we are currently evaluating the feasibility of 

resuming the monthly star gazes at the park. At the very least, it will be difficult to abide by all of the guide-

lines to insure the safety of not only the public but the amateur volunteers as well.  A final decision has not 

been made at this time. 

Observing opportunities at the Heaven Hill site 

AAS member Mike Lewis reports that we have been granted access to the Heaven Hill site for the monthly 

weekends closest to the new moon. However, these events will still need to be coordinated with the Russell 

Lands personnel in advance and also to make sure that there are no other events scheduled for that site that 

would prevent us from going. 

Some recent AAS member photos 

Nice photo by AAS member Jay Hall showing a prominence as it erupts from the surface of the sun 
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Lunar photo by AAS member John Wingard featuring the crater Clavius (231 km in diameter) located in 

the heavily-cratered southern highlands of the moon. 

Lunar photo by AAS member John Wingard showing the prominent crater Copernicus (93 km in diame-

ter) and the smaller crater Eratosthenes (59 km in diameter) nearby. 
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