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October 2019       Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

October 21 — Last Quarter 

October 28 — New Moon 

November 4 — First Quarter 

November 12 — Full Moon 

November 19 — Last Quarter 

November 26 — New Moon 

December 4 — First Quarter 

December 12 — Full Moon 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

Upcoming Events 

 

The final star gaze for this season at Wind Creek State Park is 

planned for Saturday, October 26, 2019, weather permitting. 

The next formal meeting of the Auburn Astronomical Society is set 

for Friday, November 8, 2019 in our usual meeting location on the 

AU campus. Meeting time is 7:45 PM CT in Room 215 of Davis Hall 

(Aerospace Engineering) on the AU campus. This was the only open 

weekend in the month of November due to home AU football games 

the rest of the month. 

Apologies for not publishing the September issue of Astrofiles. I had 

back surgery in September and during the initial phases of my recov-

ery I was not able to put together a newsletter. Since then I am slow-

ly getting back to normal but I still just barely finished this issue be-

fore the end of the month. Hopefully I can get back on track next 

month! 

AAS Website Changes 
We are currently in the process of updating our web page and are 

also moving the web page hosting to another provider. As a result, 

access to our web page is currently unavailable. Club member Chris-

topher Ward has graciously agreed to take on this project and we 

look forward to a more up-to-date web page when it is all complet-

ed. Just bear with us! 

http://www.auburnastro.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
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Potential New Observing Site 

We are excited to announce that we now have access to another observing site in the area that we can use for star gazes. This site 

is located near Alexander City, AL, actually not too far from the Wind Creek State Park location where some of our most recent 

sessions have been held. This new site is called “Heaven Hill” and is located on property that is maintained and managed by Rus-

sell Lands. It is part of a much larger network of trails that are available for use by the public. It has good views in all directions and 

is easily accessible with plenty of room to set up scopes. Thanks to the efforts of AAS member Tom McGowan, we have been 

granted permission to use the site for some of our observing sessions. However, there are a few stipulations and requirements 

that are required from everyone that wishes to use the site. First, each person that wishes to use the site must first register with 

the Russell Lands administrative office. There is no charge involved but a form must be filled out with the necessary information 

and returned to them. Upon approval, they will mail you a registration card and a sticker that can then be placed on your vehicle. 

It is our understanding that this is an annual process, so it will need to be repeated at the beginning of 2020. An e-mail was sent to 

the majority of our current members recently so that they could go ahead and complete the registration requirements. A few of 

the club members had planned to check out the site on Saturday, September 28th but the skies clouded over before dark. It is 

important to note that the Heaven Hill site is also sometimes reserved and used for other functions so we don’t simply have free 

access to it without first checking with Russell Lands to make sure that it is available. In fact, we are required to notify them by 

phone anytime that we plan to be there. It would probably be best, at least for now, that we use the site only for coordinated club 

star gazes. 
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Star Gaze at Wind Creek — 9-21-19 

A star gaze was held at Wind Creek State Park on Saturday, September 21, 2019. Fortunately, the weather 

cooperated this time and several AAS members were there with their scopes. A nice crowd of visitors were 

also present. AAS member Mike Lewis provided this report: 

This is a quick report from Saturday night's public observing session at Wind Creek State Park on Lake Martin. 

Four telescopes (10" dob, 6" Schmidt Cassegrain, and 3.5 and 4.5" refractors) were on hand to show an esti-

mated crowd of 50 people the celestial sights including Jupiter and Saturn. Park guests and others who trav-

eled from Opelika and Tuskegee were pleased from all accounts. We will do it again in October.   
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