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June 2019       Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

June 10 — First Quarter 

June 17 — Full Moon 

June 25 — Last Quarter 

July 2 — New Moon 

July 9 — First Quarter 

July 16 — Full Moon 

July 25 — Last Quarter 

August 1 — New Moon 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

Next AAS Meeting 

Currently our next scheduled meeting in Auburn is set for Friday, Au-

gust 9, 2019. This will be in our usual location—Room 215 of Davis 

Hall (Aerospace Engineering) on the AU campus. The meeting will 

start at 7:45 PM CDT. We are working on a follow up program on as-

trophotography with AAS member Jay Hall. His last presentation cov-

ered a lot of ground in a short period of time, so we’re going to slow 

it down a bit and focus on a few key areas with the idea that this may 

be just one of a series of programs on the topic. Due to Jay’s work 

schedule, we moved the meeting up a week from our usual first Fri-

day date. 

As most of you already know, since we hold our meetings on the AU 

campus we always have to be aware of the Auburn football home 

game schedule and that begins in September. Any Friday meetings 

that we have in the fall will have to avoid those home game week-

ends because of the associated traffic and parking issues. 

Upcoming Star Gazes 
The next scheduled club star gaze will be coming up on Saturday, 

June 29, 2019 at the Pamperin farm south of Auburn. Please refer to 

previous Astrofiles newsletters for a complete description of how to 

get to the observing site.  These can be found on our club webpage. 

We also have a scheduled star gaze scheduled at Wind Creek State 

Park near Alexander City, AL on Saturday, July 27, 2019. Our first star 

gaze of the summer season on June 8, 2019 was cancelled due to 

rain. More details can be found in the “upcoming events” section of 

our web page. 

http://www.auburnastro.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
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Astronomy demo at Alexander City, AL library 

On Tuesday, June 11, 2019, AAS member Mike Lewis and his son David did an astronomy presentation at the 

Alexander City Children’s Library. This consisted of an inside program showcasing two of their telescopes and 

later an outdoor viewing session of the Sun using a small Orion Star Blast 4.5” dobsonian with solar filter.  

Here’s Mike’s report on the event… 

Mamie's Place - the Alexander City Children's Library - recently contacted AAS club member Mike Lewis, who 

lives in Alexander City, to present an astronomy program to its young members.  Lewis, and his son, David, 

offered a 50-minute talk about the use of telescopes for backyard stargazing. Among the topics covered were 

viewing and photographing solar and lunar eclipses as well as the lunar viewing for the upcoming anniversary 

of the Apollo 11 landing on the Moon. They wrapped up the program by taking attendees outside to safely 

view the sun through an Orion 4.5" Star Blast dobsonian reflector with solar filter. Lewis also shared infor-

mation about the Auburn Astronomical Society and our summer programs at nearby Wind Creek State 

Park with the attendees and library staff.   

Photos courtesy of Mike Lewis—additional photo on next page 
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We would like to thank Mike and David for taking the time to share their love of astronomy with the kids. 

Hopefully this will spark their interest in learning more and possibly even getting their own telescopes. 

The Auburn Astronomical Society would like to wel-

come our newest member, Julie Cooper from Mont-

gomery, AL. Julie works at the W.A. Gayle Planetarium 

in Montgomery and you may have met her during the 

Astronomy Day event at the Planetarium on May 11th. 

Welcome to the group Julie! 
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At the left is a photo from NASA’s Lunar Re-

connaissance Orbiter of the actual Apollo 11 

landing site. The “LM” is the base of the lunar 

lander which remained on the lunar surface 

after the astronauts left. Several items that 

they left or deployed on the surface are visible 

in the photo. If you look closely you can see 

several of the darker tracks that Armstrong 

and Aldrin made as they walked around. Of 

particular note is the longer straight tracks 

made by Neil Armstrong when he walked over 

to inspect the Little West crater. Since they 

were very concerned for the safety of the 

crew on this first landing, this was about as far 

away from the lander as they were permitted 

to go.  
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