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November 2018       Newsletter Editor — John Wingard — jwin1048@gmail.com 

        Moon Phases  

November 29 — 3rd Quarter 

December 7 — New Moon 

December 15 — 1st Quarter 

December 22 — Full Moon 

December 29 — 3rd Quarter 

January 16 — New Moon 

January 24 — 1st Quarter 

January 31 — Full Moon 

Next AAS Meeting 

As was mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we will have our next 

scheduled club meeting in February of 2019. Most likely it will be 

Friday, February 1st unless we decide otherwise. Meeting remind-

ers will be sent to all members in advance of the meeting date. 

 

 

Stay in touch with us 

http://www.auburnastro.org 

https://www.facebook.com/

groups/79864233515/ 

AAS Members Check Out New Viewing Site 

On the evening of November 10, 2018, AAS members Allen Screws 

and David Blake traveled to the new viewing site south of Auburn 

near the line between Lee and Russell counties. It was a cool even-

ing and Allen reported that other than a few clouds to the SW, the 

sky was clear and the seeing was good. They stayed at the site for 

about 3 hours and viewed a variety of objects including the setting 

crescent moon, Saturn, several globular clusters and M8 in Sagittari-

us. Allen used a 10-inch DOB. He commented on what a difference 

having good viewing conditions can make in your observing experi-

ence. He also mentioned experiencing a rather unusual occur-

rence...two different satellites crossing in the same field of view of 

his scope! With so many satellites now in orbit around the earth, it 

is becoming more and more commonplace to catch them passing 

through your field of view, either visually or in photographs. I’ve 

caught quite a few myself during long exposures. Allen felt like they 

had a good observing session at the site and decided to pack up and 

leave when the wind picked up and his coffee ran out! We’re look-

ing forward to some additional visits to the site early in 2019. One 

of my favorite parts of the sky is the area around the constellation 

of Orion and it should be pretty impressive from a darker site. 

http://www.auburnastro.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/
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Geminid Meteor Shower Coming Up in December 

Mark your calendar for the evenings of December 13-14 for the annual Geminid meteor shower. As the name 

implies, these objects appear to radiate from the constellation of Gemini. As is the case with most meteor 

showers, the best time to view them is between midnight and dawn, but there should still be a few meteors 

visible earlier. These particular meteors are the result of debris from comet 3200 Phaethon as it intersects 

the earth’s orbit. Depending on your particular viewing time and conditions, you could potentially see any-

where from 50-100 meteors per hour. The chart below shows the radiant point very near the star of Castor in 

the constellation of Gemini. 

A “Christmas Comet” Is Coming! 

Another potential treat for observing in December is the predicted 

appearance of comet 46P/Wirtanen as it moves through the skies 

in December. It circles the Sun every 5.4 years, but this time it will 

pass just 11.5 million kilometers from the Earth at its closest point 

on December 16th. It will make it’s closest approach to the Sun 

just four days earlier, so it could potentially be a good one. The 

radiation from the Sun typically causes the comet to increase in 

apparent size and brightness as material is released from its core. 

It is already visible in binoculars or small telescopes if you know 

where to look.  (See the finder chart on the next page). 

Photo taken on November 4, 2018—Courtesy of Martin 

Moberly 
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Below is a finder chart to aid in locating Comet 46P/Wirtanen during the month of December, 2018. Current-

ly at approximately magnitude 7.5-8.0, it can be viewed with binoculars or telescopes. As it gets closer to the 

Sun it is predicted to brighten to the point that it should be visible with the naked eye under good viewing 

conditions. At its closest approach to Earth on December 16th, it will be well placed for viewing between the 

Pleiades and the constellation of Taurus the Bull. If you miss the opportunity to see it in December, it will still 

be visible into early 2019 although at a reduced brightness level as it recedes from our neighborhood. 
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