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Upcoming Events 

The next meeting/star gaze of the AAS will be Saturday, August 18, 2018 at Wind Creek State Park 

near Alexander City, AL. This will also be our planned cookout and I have been informed that there 

will be hot dogs on the grill with fixins’, or you can bring your own food if you like. We may be able to 

secure a pavilion by the time of the event, but we will have to wait and see if it is available at that 

time. The location will be the same as the previous star gazes, the island peninsula near the North 

picnic area. Here’s a map of the park with the area circled in red. As usual, members plan to arrive 

before dark to set up scopes. If you tell someone at the entrance that you are with the astronomy 

club, they can direct you to the site. 
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Additional Scheduled Events at Wind Creek State Park  

• Saturday, September 15, 2018 – Star Gaze/Club Meeting – Wind Creek State Park 

*************************************************************************************************** 

Report on Star Gaze for Lee County Autism Resource (Children’s Harbor) 

On Saturday, July 7th, 2018, the AAS assisted with a star gaze at The Lee County Autism Resource 

Center, Children’s Harbor, located on Lake Martin in Alabama. Although weather conditions were not 

initially favorable, it did clear up enough for some views. AAS members Allen Screws and Mike Lewis 

were there and here’s Mike’s report along with some photos.  

“I’m pleased to report that last night’s stargazing program was a success.  We didn’t think it would be 
ideal early on but conditions ultimately proved favorable for some viewing.  We had no rain, despite 
storms threatening to the east and south.  Humidity was not a problem and there was a slight breeze 
at times making the evening enjoyable. We did contend with substantial cloud cover in the east, 
which prevented views of Saturn and Mars. However, overhead and to the west, skies were generally 
clear through much of the observing session from 8:30-10PM.  Allen and his wife, and David and I, 
brought a total of three telescopes (our 3.5  and 5-inch refractors, and Allen’s 10 inch dobsonian). 
David and I showed Jupiter and Venus.  Allen showed Jupiter and M51, I think. According to Maria 
Gutierrez, of the Lee County Autism Resource and Advocacy (LCARA) group, they had over 40 
persons (children, parents and camp leaders) participate in the stargaze which was promoted as part 
of their weekend camp at Children’s Harbor at Kowaliga/Lake Martin.  From my observations, 
everyone enjoyed it very much and lines were long at each of the scopes.  Maria Gutierrez was very 
appreciative of the club for once again providing views of the heavens for camp kids.  Lots of “wows” 
and lots of smiles.   And this time we got plenty of photos thanks to the LCARA folks and my smart 
phone.” 
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Report on July 14th Star Gaze at Wind Creek State Park 

The AAS hosted a star gaze at Wind Creek State Park on the evening of Saturday, July 14th, 2018. 

Once again, the weather conditions did not look very promising, but AAS members Allen Screws and 

Mike Lewis took a chance and showed up. Conditions did eventually clear somewhat, and a few 

views were afforded the park visitors that did attend. Here is Mike’s summary of the event: 

“A short report on last night’s WCSP stargaze session.  It was not a total bust.  

 Allen Screws and his wife and my son David and I were in place by 7PM on Snake Island point. 

Conditions were mostly overcast with some sprinkles. By nightfall, the sprinkles departed with 

thinning of clouds in the west.  By 8:30pm, clouds thinned enough in the northwest to allow Jupiter to 

shine through. Approximately 20 park guests attended the observing session with 15 staying to see 

Jupiter when it became visible.  In addition to Jupiter observation in a 90mm refractor, we also talked 

about telescopes and handed out printed star maps to the kids.  Attached is a photo with a light 

beam.  I think that was from the glare of another cell phone flash.” 
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An Exciting New Development in Ground-Based Imaging Technology 

ESO’s Very Large Telescope (VLT) has achieved first light with a new adaptive optics mode called 
laser tomography — and has captured remarkably sharp test images of the planet Neptune, star 
clusters and other objects. The pioneering MUSE instrument in Narrow-Field Mode, working with the 
GALACSI adaptive optics module, can now use this new technique to correct for turbulence at 
different altitudes in the atmosphere. It is now possible to capture images from the ground at visible 
wavelengths that are sharper than those from the NASA/ESA Hubble Space Telescope. The 
combination of exquisite image sharpness and the spectroscopic capabilities of MUSE will enable 
astronomers to study the properties of astronomical objects in much greater detail than was possible 
before. 
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For additional information about the club and our activities, check out the following links: 

The Auburn Astronomical Society web page: http://www.auburnastro.org 

The AAS Facebook page: http://www.facebook.com/groups/79864233515/  
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